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Church Finances – 

Effect of Inflation



U.S. Inflation Over the Past 20 Years
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2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Financial Metrics Adjusted for Inflation
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Local Churches



Weekly Worship Attendance 20 Year Trend
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% Change Worship Attendance 2007-2019
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Local Church Spending Per Attendee in Real Dollars (Inflation Adjusted)
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Cumulative Change in Spending Per Attendee in Inflation Adj. Dollars
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General Church



General Church Apportionment Receipts
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Apportionment Receipts Cumulative Change From 2018

Q U A D R E N N I A L T R A I N I N G P A G E  :  1 3

-7.7%

-13.5%
-15.0%

-14.8%

-20.9%

-31.3%

-40.0%

-30.0%

-20.0%

-10.0%

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024



General Agency Apportionments as Percentage of Total Revenue
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General Agency Cumulative Change in Total Spending from 2018
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General Agency Cumulative Change in Building Costs from 2018
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General Agency Cumulative Change in Salary & Benefit Costs from 2018
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General Agency Cumulative Change in Travel & Meeting Costs from 2018
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General Agency Cumulative Change in Administrative Costs from 2019
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General Agency Administrative Costs as Percentage of Total Spending
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General Agency Unrestricted Net Assets (Excluding Fixed Assets)
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2024 & 2025: Projected 
to decrease reserves by 
$14 million each year
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Annual Conferences



Annual Conference Net Assets as of 12/31/16 (Via GCFA Survey)
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Unrestricted Purpose Endowment Total

Total of Survey Responses (2) 398,810,460$       348,040,303$ 43,818,793$ 790,669,556$     

Number of Respondents 31 31 31 31

Average Amount Per Response 12,864,854$          11,227,107$    1,413,509$    25,505,470$       

Total # of Annual Conferences 53 53 53 53

Simple Projection of Total (1) 681,837,238$       595,036,647$ 74,916,001$ 1,351,789,886$ 

(1) Assumes the 22 conferences that didn't repsond are on average similar to the respondents

(2)  Survey was done in conjunction with the work by the Apportionment Sustainability Taskforce.

Donor Restricted



Annual Conference Finances
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1. What Has Changed since 2016?

2.  GCFA intends to conduct a survey by the end of the 1st quarter 
related to Finances

I. What information would be helpful for GCFA to collect that would benefit 
leaders Making a Plan for the Denomination?

II. Projected apportionment payments for 2025 and beyond?

III. Annual conference financial changes?



QUESTIONS 
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THANK YOU
W E B S I T E
WWW.GCFA.ORG

E M A I L
RKING@GCFA.ORG
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